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person since I live among these barbarians who are
clever, eloquent, and trained by nature to speak.
They are swayed by reason, and the eloquence of
him who would convince them on any point depends
upon one condition only,— to wit, that he place his
argument in a good light, and expose it without
ornament or disguise. Once the point is known and
proved, they surrender. This I strove to accomplish
in this Senate of mine [; and the result fulfilled
my desire]. The Assembly enacted a decree of
banishment against hopeless profligates, and vice
was stripped of all ascendancy. Now no one may
sin with impunity; no one may stalk forth for the
ruin of others by the wickedness of his example. In
order that the whole work might be more firm and
lasting, I endeavored to have the decree issued not
in my name, but by public authority. The advantage
of this policy was that the elders and chiefs of
the people became the avengers and guardians of
virtue, as being their own business, established by
themselves. The principal debauchees cursed their
crimes, and were brought to Salutary penitence; the
others were forced to change either their morals or
their Home. One thing remains for me to combat —
which, although Apparently less important, is still
really much more difficult to conquer. Just as these
barbarians are headstrong and rash in undertaking
any crime whatsoever, so are they cowardly and timid
in overcoming any delay or difficulty that may occur
in the performance of virtue. They measure the
arduous task of virtue according to human and not to
divine strength, which we must ask of God and expect
from him. Accordingly, they At once lose courage,
and despair of being able to attain whatever requires
any exertion or effort. Being reproved for their



